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Deutsche 

Bundesstiftung Umwelt 

(DBU)

https://www.db

u.de/958.html

Public - DBU All sciences Doctoral 

Scholarship 

Programme - 

All disciplines

German Federal 

Environmental Foundation 

(DBU), funds innovative and 

exemplary environmental 

projects to:

•  young scientists of all 

disciplines,

•  research in the field of 

environmental protection.

They have a database over 

various kinds of DAAD funding 

for foreign students, graduates 

and postdocs as well as on 

funding offered by other 

selected organisations.

Scholarship and/ 

or 500.000

Depending on 

scholarship or 

grant 

A selection committee, 

composed of 

professors of different 

disciplines, select 

candidates twice a 

year.

No deadline The research has to be done mainly in 

Germany, with a clear reference to the 

German environmental situation.The 

application and research must be 

written in German. Generally, all 

environmental issues are welcome, i.e. 

the natural sciences and engineering, 

also applications from the social 

sciences, humanities, economics and 

law. Interdisciplinary topics that 

support a sustainable development are 

especially welcome.

Stipendienprogramme

An der Bornau 2

49090 Osnabrück

GERMANY

Tel.: +49 541 9633 0

Fax: +49 541 9633 193

Deutscher 

Akademischer 

Austausch Dienst / 

German Academic 

Exchange Service

https://www.da

ad.de/deutschla

nd/stipendium/

datenbank/en/2

1148-

scholarship-

database/ 

Public - BMBF All sciences Various/ all - 

International 

exchange

To serve the worldwide 

demand for specialists and 

managers in the future, DAAD 

will focus on education and 

training for international 

students, doctoral candidates 

and researchers here in 

Germany.

Various Various Electronic Depending on the 

specific applications.

Depending on the application and areas 

of funding

Headquarters Bonn - Deutscher 

Akademischer Austauschdienst 

e.V. (DAAD)

Kennedyallee 50

D-53175 Bonn

Tel.: +49 228 882-0

Fax: +49 228 882-444

E-Mail: postmaster@daad.de

Berlin - Deutscher Akademischer 

Austauschdienst e.V. (DAAD)

Im WissenschaftsForum am 

Gendarmenmarkt

Markgrafenstraße 37

10117 Berlin

Government liaison office

Tel.: (030) 20 22 08-0

Fax: (030) 20 41 267

The Artists-in-Berlin Program (BKP)

Tel.: (030) 20 22 08-20

www.berliner-

kuenstlerprogramm.de

The DAAD is the world’s 

largest funding 

organisation for the 

international exchange of 

students and researchers

Alexander von 

Humboldt 

Professorship

Alexander von 

Humboldt 

Professorship

Public - BMBF All sciences Senior 

Researchers

The grants are awarded to 

academics of all disciplines 

from abroad, who are 

internationally recognised as 

leaders in their field, allowing 

them to pursue research at 

universities and research 

institutions in Germany.

5 mio. Euro to 

experimental 

research; 3.5 mio. 

Euro to basic 

research.

Various Nothing stated Open for 

applicantions two 

time at year

The award is granted on the 

recommendation of others. 

Nominations may be submitted by 

German universities; non-university 

research institutions may also submit 

nominations jointly with a German 

university. Academics from abroad are 

eligible to be nominated if they are at 

the forefront of their discipline and 

contribute to enhancing Germany’s 

sustained international 

competitiveness as a research location.

Alexander von Humboldt 

Foundation, Selection Department,  

Jean-Paul-Str. 12, 53173 Bonn, 

Germany
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Alexander von 

Humboldt & 

Fraunhofer: Fraunhofer-

Bessel Research Award

Alexander von 

Humboldt & 

Fraunhofer: 

Fraunhofer-

Bessel 

Research 

Award

Public - BMBF All sciences Senior 

Researchers

The nominee must be 

recognised internationally as 

an  researcher in the field of 

applied research.

45000 12 months Nothing stated Nominations must 

be submitted by the 

heads of institutes or 

senior researchers at 

institutes belonging 

to the Fraunhofer-

Gesellschaft.

The nominee’s doctorate should have 

been completed less than 18 years 

prior to nomination and the centre of 

his/her life/work must be outside 

Europe.

Alexander von Humboldt 

Foundation, Selection Department,  

Jean-Paul-Str. 12, 53173 Bonn, 

Germany

Alexander von 

Humboldt Research 

Award

Alexander von 

Humboldt 

Research 

Award

Public - BMBF; 

Federal Foreign 

Office

All sciences Senior 

Researchers

The award is granted in 

recognition of a researcher's 

entire achievements to date to 

academics whose fundamental 

discoveries, new theories, or 

insights have had a significant 

impact on their own discipline 

and who are expected to 

continue producing 

achievements in the future.

60000 12 months Nothing stated Nominations may be 

submitted by 

established 

academics in 

Germany. 

Nominations may be 

initiated by award 

winners of the 

foundation abroad, 

provided that the 

nomination is made 

jointly with a 

colleague working in 

Germany.

Academics from abroad, regardless of 

their discipline or nationality, may be 

nominated for a Humboldt Research 

Award. Particular focus on female 

academics. 

Alexander von Humboldt 

Foundation, Selection Department,  

Jean-Paul-Str. 12, 53173 Bonn, 

Germany

Humboldt Research 

Fellowship for 

Experienced 

Researchers 

Humboldt 

Research 

Fellowship for 

Experienced 

Researchers 

Public - BMBF; 

Federal Foreign 

Office

All sciences Senior 

Researchers

Nothing stated Research 

fellowship (3,150 

euros per month), 

language 

fellowship, travel 

expenses, family 

allowances, 

integration into 

the worldwide, 

cross-disciplinary 

network of the 

Humboldt 

Foundation, 

extensive alumni 

sponsorship, 

allowance for 

research costs 

(for host 

institution).

6 to 18 months Nothing stated Applications can be 

submitted by 

qualified foreign 

researchers in all 

disciplines who 

completed their 

doctorate less than 

12 years ago, already 

have their own 

research profile and 

are working at least 

at the level of 

Assistant Professor 

or Junior Research 

Group Leader or 

have several years of 

independent 

research experience.

Scientists and scholars of all 

nationalities and disciplines may apply 

to the foundation at any time.

Alexander von Humboldt 

Foundation, Selection Department,  

Jean-Paul-Str. 12, 53173 Bonn, 

Germany

DFG: Grants to Support 

the Initiation of 

International 

Collaboration 

DFG: Grants to 

Support the 

Initiation of 

International 

Collaboration 

Deutsche Forschung 

Gemeinschaft

All sciences Senior 

Researchers

These grants support 

international collaboration by 

enabling Germans, foreign 

researchers and academics to 

plan partner visits and/or joint 

workshops. Support is 

provided for the early stages 

of planning, developing and 

coordinating joint research 

cooperation between 

international partners.

Funding covers 

travel expenses, 

maintenance 

expenses and 

event costs. 

Maximum of 3 

months for 

research visits; 

all activities, 

such as joint 

workshops, 

must take place 

within 12 

months.

Nothing stated Researchers who 

hold a doctorate and 

who are working at a 

German research 

institution can 

submit an 

application for 

support for a 

bilateral 

collaboration

Yes - obs see application procedure See website
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Max Planck: Foreign 

Visiting Researchers at 

Max Planck Institutes 

Max Planck: 

Foreign 

Visiting 

Researchers at 

Max Planck 

Institutes 

Max Planck Society All sciences Senior 

Researchers

The programme enables 

foreign researchers to conduct 

independent research at a 

Max Planck Institute. It aims to 

strengthen cooperation and 

promote networking between 

Max Planck Institutes and 

international partners.

Various Nothing stated Nothing stated Nothing stated Nothing stated See website

Union der deutschen 

Akademien der 

Wissenschaften

http://www.aka

demienunion.d

e/index.php?id=

5

Public All sciences and 

humanities.

All All Various Various Various No deadline Nothing stated Bayerische Akademie der 

Wissenschaften

Alfons-Goppel-Str. 11

80539 München

Tel.: 089 / 23031-0 

Fax: 089 / 23031-1100

E-Mail: info@badw.de

Das Ministerium für 

Wissenschaft, 

Forschung und Kunst – 

Förderprogramme

http://mwk.bad

en-

wuerttemberg.

de/de/forschun

g/forschungsfoe

rderung/foerder

programme/

Public All sciences Scientific 

employees of 

particularly 

active research 

groups.

The fund will be used for this 

purpose, to qualify young 

researchers for further and 

managerial positions in 

research.

Three-year 

funding period of 

6 million euros.

Up to three 

years.

Electronic from website No deadline Nothing stated Ministerium für Wissenschaft, 

Forschung und Kunst, 

Königstraße 4670173 Stuttgart, 

Tel.: +49(0)711/279-0

Tel.: +49(0)711/279-3080, 

E-Mail: poststelle @mwk.bwl.de 

Bürgerreferentin: 

Tel.: +49(0)711/279-3009 

buergerreferentin @mwk.bwl.de

Union der deutschen 

Akademien der 

Wissenschaften - 

Heidelberger Akademie 

der Wissenschaften

http://www.aka

demienunion.d

e/index.php?id=

48

Public All sciences Umbrella 

organisation of 

eight German 

academies of 

sciences and 

humanities

The member are of diverse 

subjects and both nationally 

and internationally. Together 

they are committed to 

promoting scientific exchange, 

excellence in research, and 

supporting young early-stage 

researchers in the sciences 

and humanities.

Depending on the 

applicant

Depending on 

the applicant

Electronic from website No deadline Nothing stated Heidelberger Akademie der 

Wissenschaften 

Karlstraße 4 

69117 Heidelberg 

www.hadw-bw.de
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Europe and Global 

Challenges 

(Volkswagen)

http://www.vol

kswagenstiftung

.de/fileadmin/d

ownloads/merk

blaetter/MB_78

g_e.pdf 

Private Humanities and 

the social 

sciences, but by 

no means 

excludes the 

possible 

involvement of 

other disciplines. 

Mainly the 

humanities and 

social sciences, 

but not 

excluding 

others.

The major aim of the initiative 

is to stimulate collaboration 

between researchers based in 

Europe and other parts of the 

world focusing on global issue. 

Each research group, involving 

not more than 4 different 

institutions, must include 

researchers from different 

geographical regions.

500.000 – 800.000 

Euros 

Up to three 

years of 

research. 

http://www.volkswage

nstiftung.de/fileadmin/

downloads/merkblaett

er/MB_78g_e.pdf

January 30, 2015 Nothing stated Riksbankens Jubileumsfond - 

www.rj.se

Dr. Fredrik Lundmark 

Tel.: +46 8 50626421 

E-Mail: fredrik.lundmark@rj.se

VolkswagenStiftung - 

www.volkswagenstiftung.de

Dr. Wolfgang Levermann 

Tel.: +49 511 8381212

E-Mail: Levermann 

@volkswagenstiftung.de

Focus/ objectives:

The “Europe and Global 

Challenges” initiative is 

looking towards the future 

of the European continent 

and the challenges it is 

exposed to in an 

increasingly globalized 

world. Developed as a joint 

funding initiative between 

European foundations, it 

reaches out to those 

problems and issues that 

are systematically 

interrelated and can only 

be dealt with collectively 

via supranational action on 

an international level. It is 

in this sense that the 

initiative addresses global 

problems – not universal 

ones which might be 

shared globally, but can be 

dealt with by local actors 

and do not necessarily 

need a globally 
Experiment! – In search 

of bold research ideas 

(Volkswagen)

http://www.vol

kswagenstiftung

.de/en/funding/

challenges-for-

academia-and-

society/experim

ent.html?tx_ita

ofundinginitiati

ve_itaofundingi

nitiativelist%5B

controller%5D=

FundingInitiativ

e&cHash=29d4f

3d9556a5d7f02

d3a438b7a91ac

7

Private All sciences All sciences The aim is an exploration of 

fundamentally new research 

topics, disregarding the project 

risk and outcome. The point is 

to demonstrate preliminary 

evidence for concept’s 

potential during an 

exploratory phase. Daring 

research projects which drop 

out of regular funding 

schemes due to their early 

stage or unorthodoxy shall 

receive a proving opportunity. 

The total grant is 

limited to EUR 

100,000. 

The fund has a 

duration of 1 ½ 

years. First year 

is meant to gain 

preliminary 

results. 

http://www.volkswage

nstiftung.de/fileadmin/

downloads/merkblaett

er/MB_100_e.pdf

September 1, 2015 • The scientific originality, vision, and 

unorthodoxy of the research idea,

• the anticipated impact if successful,

• the potential learning effect in case of 

a failure,

• the project venture and

• the appropriateness of an exploratory 

phase to advance the idea.

Dr. Ulrike Bischler 

Tel.: +49 (0)511 8381 350

Fax: +49 (0)511 8381 4350 

E-Mail: bischler@ 

volkswagenstiftung.de

Dr. Oliver Grewe

Tel.: +49 (0)511 8381 252

Fax: +49 (0)511 8381 4252

E-Mail: grewe@ 

volkswagenstiftung.de

Volkswagen Stiftung 

Kastanienallee 35 30519 Hannover 

Germany

www.volkswagenstiftung.de

Applicants must conform 

to the following 

conditions:

• Completed doctorate or 

superior academic 

qualification.

• Active integration within 

a university or an extra-

mural research institution 

in Germany, at the latest 

starting with the project.

• Only one application per 

person or project team for 

each deadline.

The same eligibility 

conditions apply to co-

applicants and have to be 

respected by the proposed 

grant recipient. Research 

ideas from previous years 

will not be reconsidered, 

neither in a modified form.

Side 4 af 17

http://www.volkswagenstiftung.de/fileadmin/downloads/merkblaetter/MB_78g_e.pdf
http://www.volkswagenstiftung.de/fileadmin/downloads/merkblaetter/MB_78g_e.pdf
http://www.volkswagenstiftung.de/fileadmin/downloads/merkblaetter/MB_78g_e.pdf
http://www.volkswagenstiftung.de/fileadmin/downloads/merkblaetter/MB_78g_e.pdf
http://www.volkswagenstiftung.de/fileadmin/downloads/merkblaetter/MB_78g_e.pdf
http://www.volkswagenstiftung.de/fileadmin/downloads/merkblaetter/MB_78g_e.pdf
http://www.volkswagenstiftung.de/fileadmin/downloads/merkblaetter/MB_78g_e.pdf
http://www.volkswagenstiftung.de/fileadmin/downloads/merkblaetter/MB_78g_e.pdf
http://www.volkswagenstiftung.de/fileadmin/downloads/merkblaetter/MB_78g_e.pdf
http://www.volkswagenstiftung.de/fileadmin/downloads/merkblaetter/MB_78g_e.pdf
http://www.volkswagenstiftung.de/en/funding/challenges-for-academia-and-society/experiment.html?tx_itaofundinginitiative_itaofundinginitiativelist%5Bcontroller%5D=FundingInitiative&cHash=29d4f3d9556a5d7f02d3a438b7a91ac7
http://www.volkswagenstiftung.de/en/funding/challenges-for-academia-and-society/experiment.html?tx_itaofundinginitiative_itaofundinginitiativelist%5Bcontroller%5D=FundingInitiative&cHash=29d4f3d9556a5d7f02d3a438b7a91ac7
http://www.volkswagenstiftung.de/en/funding/challenges-for-academia-and-society/experiment.html?tx_itaofundinginitiative_itaofundinginitiativelist%5Bcontroller%5D=FundingInitiative&cHash=29d4f3d9556a5d7f02d3a438b7a91ac7
http://www.volkswagenstiftung.de/en/funding/challenges-for-academia-and-society/experiment.html?tx_itaofundinginitiative_itaofundinginitiativelist%5Bcontroller%5D=FundingInitiative&cHash=29d4f3d9556a5d7f02d3a438b7a91ac7
http://www.volkswagenstiftung.de/en/funding/challenges-for-academia-and-society/experiment.html?tx_itaofundinginitiative_itaofundinginitiativelist%5Bcontroller%5D=FundingInitiative&cHash=29d4f3d9556a5d7f02d3a438b7a91ac7
http://www.volkswagenstiftung.de/en/funding/challenges-for-academia-and-society/experiment.html?tx_itaofundinginitiative_itaofundinginitiativelist%5Bcontroller%5D=FundingInitiative&cHash=29d4f3d9556a5d7f02d3a438b7a91ac7
http://www.volkswagenstiftung.de/en/funding/challenges-for-academia-and-society/experiment.html?tx_itaofundinginitiative_itaofundinginitiativelist%5Bcontroller%5D=FundingInitiative&cHash=29d4f3d9556a5d7f02d3a438b7a91ac7
http://www.volkswagenstiftung.de/en/funding/challenges-for-academia-and-society/experiment.html?tx_itaofundinginitiative_itaofundinginitiativelist%5Bcontroller%5D=FundingInitiative&cHash=29d4f3d9556a5d7f02d3a438b7a91ac7
http://www.volkswagenstiftung.de/en/funding/challenges-for-academia-and-society/experiment.html?tx_itaofundinginitiative_itaofundinginitiativelist%5Bcontroller%5D=FundingInitiative&cHash=29d4f3d9556a5d7f02d3a438b7a91ac7
http://www.volkswagenstiftung.de/en/funding/challenges-for-academia-and-society/experiment.html?tx_itaofundinginitiative_itaofundinginitiativelist%5Bcontroller%5D=FundingInitiative&cHash=29d4f3d9556a5d7f02d3a438b7a91ac7
http://www.volkswagenstiftung.de/en/funding/challenges-for-academia-and-society/experiment.html?tx_itaofundinginitiative_itaofundinginitiativelist%5Bcontroller%5D=FundingInitiative&cHash=29d4f3d9556a5d7f02d3a438b7a91ac7
http://www.volkswagenstiftung.de/en/funding/challenges-for-academia-and-society/experiment.html?tx_itaofundinginitiative_itaofundinginitiativelist%5Bcontroller%5D=FundingInitiative&cHash=29d4f3d9556a5d7f02d3a438b7a91ac7
http://www.volkswagenstiftung.de/en/funding/challenges-for-academia-and-society/experiment.html?tx_itaofundinginitiative_itaofundinginitiativelist%5Bcontroller%5D=FundingInitiative&cHash=29d4f3d9556a5d7f02d3a438b7a91ac7
http://www.volkswagenstiftung.de/en/funding/challenges-for-academia-and-society/experiment.html?tx_itaofundinginitiative_itaofundinginitiativelist%5Bcontroller%5D=FundingInitiative&cHash=29d4f3d9556a5d7f02d3a438b7a91ac7
http://www.volkswagenstiftung.de/en/funding/challenges-for-academia-and-society/experiment.html?tx_itaofundinginitiative_itaofundinginitiativelist%5Bcontroller%5D=FundingInitiative&cHash=29d4f3d9556a5d7f02d3a438b7a91ac7
http://www.volkswagenstiftung.de/en/funding/challenges-for-academia-and-society/experiment.html?tx_itaofundinginitiative_itaofundinginitiativelist%5Bcontroller%5D=FundingInitiative&cHash=29d4f3d9556a5d7f02d3a438b7a91ac7
http://www.volkswagenstiftung.de/fileadmin/downloads/merkblaetter/MB_100_e.pdf
http://www.volkswagenstiftung.de/fileadmin/downloads/merkblaetter/MB_100_e.pdf
http://www.volkswagenstiftung.de/fileadmin/downloads/merkblaetter/MB_100_e.pdf
http://www.volkswagenstiftung.de/fileadmin/downloads/merkblaetter/MB_100_e.pdf


Total

Name of fund Website Type funding 

(private/public)

Research 

domain

Sub domain Targetgroup Size of grant 

(in euro)

Duration of 

grant

Application 

procedure

Deadline for 

applications 

Selection criteria Adress Additional 

Information 

Deutsche 

Forschungsgemeinscha

ft (DFG)

http://www.dfg

.de/en/research

_funding/index.

html

Self-governing 

organisation 

(Private)

All fields of 

science and the 

humanities. 

All scientists 

and academics

All scientists and academics. 

Cooperation, individual 

projects and scientific 

infrastructures

Various Various Electronic No deadline Depending on the application and areas 

of funding

DFG Head Office 

Mailing Address

Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft

German Research Foundation

53170 Bonn, Germany

Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft 

(DFG) - German Research 

Foundation 

Kennedyallee 40 

53175 Bonn, Germany 

Tel.: +49 228 885-1 

Fax: +49 228 885-2777 

E-Mail: postmaster@dfg.de 

www.dfg.de

Address of IM Division

DFG Head Office 

Information Management Division 

(IM)

Kennedyallee 1-5

53175 Bonn, Germany

Telefon: +49 (228) 885 1

Telefax: +49 (228) 885 3030

Address of WGI and LIS Divisions
Freigeist' Fellowships 

(Volkswagen)

Location: 

http://www.v

olkswagenstift

ung.de/filead

min/download

s/merkblaette

r/MB_99_e.pd

f

Private All sciences All sciences A ‘Freigeist’ Fellow: for the 

Volkswagen Foundation this 

means a young re-searcher 

with a strong personality, a 

creative mind, an ability to 

identify and use freedom, 

dedicated to overcoming 

obstacles. If necessary, he or 

she will be a free spirit, 

enjoying the unforeseen, even 

unexpected difficulties. A 

‘Freigeist’ Fellow opens up 

new horizons and combines 

critical analysis with 

imagination and innovative 

solutions. By thinking ahead 

the ‘Freigeist’ Fellow will act as 

a catalyst in overcoming 

existing disciplinary, 

institutional and even national 

boundaries.

Total amount of 

up to 1,000,000 

Euro

The initial five-

year funding 

period focuses 

on developing 

the grantee‘s 

research profile 

and proficiency 

in independent 

research. In the 

fourth year of 

funding, 

applications can 

be submitted for 

prolongation for 

periods of up to 

three years. 

http://www.volkswage

nstiftung.de/fileadmin/

downloads/merkblaett

er/MB_99_e.pdf

October 15, 2015

October 13, 2016

October 12, 2017

Anyone can apply who identifies with 

the goals of a ‘Freigeist’ Fellowship. 

Candidates must, however, conform to 

the following conditions:

• Their doctorate must have been 

obtained not longer than five years 

previously.

• The Fellowship must from the outset 

be integrated within a university or an 

extra-mural research institution in 

Germany.

• Candidates must already have 

changed their academic environment 

and moved to a new location – at the 

latest when starting the Fellowship. A 

return to the working context of the 

doctorate will only be accepted under 

exceptional circumstances.

• A previously completed research 

sojourn abroad, at the latest integrated 

in the proposed research project.

Humanities and Social Sciences

Dr. Thomas Brunotte Tel.: +49 

(0)511 8381-297

Fax: +49 (0)511 8381-4297  

E-Mail: brunotte@ 

volkswagenstiftung.de

Natural and Engineering Sciences, 

Medicine

Dr. Silke Bertram

Tel.: +49 (0)511 8381-289

Fax: +49 (0)511 8381-4289

E-Mail: bertram@ 

volkswagenstiftung.de

VolkswagenStiftung

Kastanienallee 35

30519 Hannover Germany 

www.volkswagenstiftung.de

Volkswagen Stiftung http://www.vol

kswagenstiftung

.de/nc/en.html

Private Humanities and 

social sciences as 

well as science 

and technology in 

higher education 

and research.

All sciences All sciences Various Various Nothing stated No deadline Nothing stated http://www.volkswagenstiftung.de

/nc/stiftung/organisation-und-

gremien/mitarbeiter.html?tx_itaos

taff_pi1%5bfilter%5d%5bsingleAre

a%5d=CAT_2&tx_itaostaff_pi1%5b

filter%5d%5bsingleLocation%5d=A

LL&tx_itaostaff_pi1%5bfilter%5d%

5bletter%5d=ALL&L=1
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The German 

Foundation for Peace 

Research 

http://www.bu

ndesstiftung-

friedensforschu

ng.de/index.ph

p/english 

Public - Main fund All sciences Projects that 

examinates 

peace and 

security

The German Foundation for 

Peace Research supports 

projects that examine peace 

research and its significance 

for foreign and security policy. 

The foundation does not 

conduct research itself, but 

initiates projects on topics in a 

variety of fields.

Various Various Depending on project Open Depending on project Deutsche Stiftung Friedensforschung 

(DSF)

German Foundation for Peace 

Research

Am Ledenhof 3-5

D-49074 Osnabrück

Tel.: +49 (0)541-6003542

Fax: +49 (0)541-60079039

E-Mail: info[at]bundesstiftung-

friedensforschung.de

National/regional 

programme in CORNET

http://www.aif.

de/en/cornet/n

ational-

programme-in-

cornet.html

Private - Main fund All sciences Research 

activities, 

projects and 

international 

cooperation

Funding Conditions 

- Eligible applicants in 

Germany are industrial 

research associations.

- Associations can assign 

research institutes of 

universities and other non-

profit research centres to carry 

out the R&D work.

Central Innovation 

Programme SME - R&D Needs 

of Individual Businesses.

- http://www.aif.de/en/central-

innovation-programme-

sme.html

International research 

activities by SMEs.

Twice a year IraSME issues 

calls for proposals for 

transnational cooperative 

research projects between 

SMEs and RTOs with the 

objective to develop 

innovative products, processes 

or technical services. The calls 

follow a bottom-up approach, 

Various Various Depending on project Open Depending on project AiF e.V.

Bayenthalguertel 23

50968 Cologne

Tel.: +49 221 37680-0

Fax: + 49 221 37680-27

E-Mail: info(at)aif.de

www.aif.de 

Robert Bosch Stiftung http://www.bos

ch-

stiftung.de/cont

ent/language1/

html/index.asp

Private - Main fund All sciences All types The fund is not only an 

operating foundation that 

pursues its goals by programs 

of its own, but also a funding 

foundation that enables others 

to develop and implement 

projects and initiatives that 

meet needs in Germany and 

abroad. Both programs and 

projects aim to promote new 

developments and bring about 

change. Depending on the 

respective theme and the 

strategy it requires, we decide 

whether to implement a 

program ourselves and/or look 

for partners whose expertise 

will help us implement the 

desired project. 

Various Various Depending on project Open Depending on project Robert Bosch Stiftung GmbH

Heidehofstr. 31

70184 Stuttgart 

Germany

Tel.: +49 (0)711 46084-0

Fax: +49 (0)711 46084-940 
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BMW Stiftumg Herbert 

Quandt

www.bmw-

stiftung.de

www.seakade

mie.de

Private - Main fund All sciences All types The SEA is bundled with four 

universities in Munich under 

the motto "Educating for 

Societal Change". In addition 

to training students and 

professionals, it promotes the 

academy targeted social Start-

Up projects.

Various Various Depending on project Open Depending on project BMW Stiftung Herbert Quandt

Reinhardtstraße 58

10117 Berlin

Tel.: +49 (0)30 3396-3500

Fax: +49 (0)30 3396-3530

E-Mail: info(at)bmw-stiftung.de

Robert Bosch Stiftung/ 

Ashoka

www.bosch-

stiftung.de

www.changem

akerxchange.d

e

www.germany

.ashoka.org

Private - Main fund All sciences All types Ashoka has in partnership with 

the Robert Bosch Foundation 

initiated the project 

"changemaker xchange", one 

of the major international 

organizations promotion of 

social entrepreneurs. 

Various Various Depending on project Open Depending on project Ashoka Deutschland gGmbH 

Geschäftsanschrift:

Prinzregentenplatz 10

81675 München

Tel.: 089-2175 49 754 

Fax: 03212-1402 672 

Heinz Nixdorf Stiftung/ 

Stiftung der Deutschen 

Wirtschaft (sdw)

www.heinz-

nixdorf-

stiftung.de

www.sdw.org

www.herausfo

rderung-

unternehmert

um.de

Private - Main fund All sciences All types "Challenge Entrepreneurship" 

is a joint initiative that funds 

students  with the chance of 

realising their entrepreneurial 

skills and to put ideas into 

action. 

Various Various Depending on project Open Depending on project Projekt "Herausforderung 

Unternehmertum"

Breite Straße 29

10178 Berlin

Tel.: +49 30 2033-1540

Fax: +49 30 2033-1555

Stiftung Mercator 

Gmbh

www.stiftung-

mercator.de/ko

mpetenzzentre

n/wissenschaft/

social-

entrepreneurshi

p

Private - Main fund All sciences All types The MF, initiates and supports 

projects that promote better 

educational opportunities in 

schools and Universities. The 

research network "Innovative 

Social action - Social 

Entrepreneurship" has the 

goal of a Anglo-Saxon 

perspective on 

entrepreneurship, welfare 

state and social responsibility.

Various Various Depending on project Open Depending on project Stiftung Mercator GmbH

Huyssenallee 46 

D-45128 Essen 

Korrespondenzanschrift: 

Postfach 10 14 13 

D-45014 Essen 

Tel.: +49 201-24522-0

Fax: +49 201-24522-44 

Siemens Stiftung 

www.siemens-

stiftung.org

Private - Main fund All sciences All types S.S. operates in the fields of 

basic services, education, and 

culture. As a hands-on 

foundation, S.S. develop 

projects and implement them 

with a view to the long term. 

SS aim to help people improve 

their living conditions. S.S. try 

to empower functioning 

communities in which people 

can have a good life. S.S. are 

committed to international, 

impact-oriented, and 

transparent project work. 

Various Various Depending on project Open Projects:

- Discovering the natural science

- Changing Places

- Technologies for basic needs

- Teaching materials for sciences & 

technology

- Connecting Africa's music world online

- Social enterprises under the microscope

- International academy for the performing 

arts

- Creating opportunities through 

entrepreneurship

- Entrepreneurial approach to supply 

drinking water

- Innovative approach for improving health

- Early language development

- Solar stations supplying basic needs

- Income through sustainable waste 

management

- Researching scientific solutions

Siemens Stiftung

Kaiserstraße 16

80801 Munich, Germany 

Tel.: +49 89 540 487-0

Fax: +49 89 540 487-440 

E-Mail: info@siemens-stiftung.org
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Social Business Stiftung www.social-

business-

stiftung.org

Private - Main fund All sciences All types The foundation has the goal to 

enable and support humans, 

who lack the necessary means 

to achieve their goals 

independently by themselves.

Various Various Depending on project Open Depending on project Social Business Stiftung

c/o Gerhard Bissinger 

Palstek 33 

Im Kontor S

21129 Hamburg 

Tel.: +49 (0) 40 7428122  

Mobil: +49 (0) 175 4178101 

 


Stiftung Nachhaltiges 

Leben

www.nachhaltig

es-leben.de 
Private - Main fund All sciences All types The foundation supports 

sustainable living Initiatives 

and provides support for social 

entrepreneurs. The foundation 

is also active as an social 

investor, by using a part of the 

foundation's assets for social 

enterprises. 

Various Various Depending on project Open Depending on project E-Mail: stiftung@nachhaltiges-

leben.de

Stiftung 

Entrepreneurship

www.entrepren

eurship.de

Private - Main fund All sciences All types The foundation is an extensive 

online offer for entrepreneurs. 

The aim is to support and 

accompany founders, 

systematically from their initial 

idea into a mature, profitable 

business to develop well-

thought designed business and 

continuously improve. 

Various Various Depending on project Open Depending on project Stiftung Entrepreneurship – Faltin 

Stiftung

Prof. Dr. Günter Faltin

Niedstrasse 28

D-12159 Berlin-Friedenau

Tel.: +49 30 34646191

entrepreneurship.de

E-Mail: 

stiftung(at)entrepreneurship.de

Vodafone Stiftung 

Deutschland

www.vodafone-

stiftung.de

Private - Main fund All sciences All types As an independent non-profit 

institution and socio-political 

think-tank, it supports and 

initiates programs with the 

aim of social progress, to 

initiate the development of an 

active civil society and social 

responsibility. The profile is 

under the theme "Cognition. 

Promote. Move." and focuses 

on education, integration and 

social mobility.

Various Various Depending on project Open Depending on project Stephan Gesing / Programmassistent

Büro Düsseldorf

Tel.: +49 211 533-5579

E-Mail: 

stephan.gesing(at)vodafone.com

Denwerk Zukunft - 

Stiftung kulturelle 

Ernerung

www.denkwerk

zukunft.de

Private - Main fund All sciences All types The aim of the foundation is a 

renewal of Western culture in 

order to qualify it for the 

future and make it generally 

applicable. This require a basic 

change in the understanding 

of culture. D.Z. wants to 

contribute to this changed 

understanding and at the 

same time furnish new ideas 

for a cultural renewal. 

Various Various Depending on project Open Depending on project Denkwerk Zukunft - Stiftung kulturelle 

Erneuerung

Ahrstraße 45

53175 Bonn

Tel.: +49 (0)228 372044

Fax: +49 (0)228 375869

E-Mail: kontakt@denkwerkzukunft.de

Web: www.denkwerkzukunft.de
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Ernst Freiberger-

Stiftung

www.freiberger-

stiftung.de

Private - Main fund All sciences All types The Ernst Freiberger 

Foundation is committed to 

socially, culturally and socially 

change. The foundation strives 

to integrate the elderly and be 

the editor of socio-politically 

relevant problem issues. 

Various Various Depending on project Open Depending on project DENIC eG

Kaiserstraße 75-77

60329 Frankfurt

E-Mail: info[at]denic[dot]de

Heinrich-Böll Stiftung 

e.V

www.boell.de Private - Main fund All sciences All types Is a catalyst for green visions 

and projects, a think-tank for 

policy reform, and an 

international network. It 

promotes the development of 

democratic civil society at 

home and abroad, defends 

equal rights and equal 

opportunities regardless of 

gender, sexual orientation, 

religion, ethnicity, or 

nationality. Supports cultural 

projects as part of civic 

education programmes. 

Assists gifted, socially and 

politically active students and 

graduates in Germany and 

abroad.

Various Various Depending on project Open Depending on project Heinrich-Böll-Stiftung e.V.

Schumannstr. 8, 10117 Berlin

Tel.: (030) 285 34-0

Fax: (030) 285 34-109

E-Mail: info@boell.de

Aachner Stiftung Kathy 

Beys

www.aachene

r-stiftung.de

www.factory-

magazin.de

Private - Main fund All sciences All types The mission is to support the 

ability to sustain the Earth as a 

living system. The focus is to 

work on the crucial interface 

between economy and ecology 

to increase our resources for 

the benefit of all. The work is 

to communicate strategies, 

concepts, benefits and 

examples of an increased 

resource productivity and to 

find change agents to join us in 

promoting this.

Various Various Depending on project Open Depending on project Aachener Stiftung Kathy Beys

D-52062 Aachen

Schmiedstraße 3

Tel.: +49-(0)241-40929-0

Fax: +49-(0)241-40929-20

E-Mail: info.at.aachener-stiftung.de

amina Stiftung

www.amina-

initiative.de

Private - Main fund All sciences All types The foundation promotes 

ethical entrepreneurship and 

responsible business in 

Europe. The objectives are to 

reach actors within 

sustainability and business 

ethics and linked to networks 

of companies, universities and 

social innovators to ensurethe 

knowledge transfer.

Various Various Depending on project Open Depending on project E-Mail: info@amina-initiative.de 

E-Mail: vorstand@amina-initiative.de
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Ebenhard von 

Kuenheim Stiftung der 

BMW Ag

www.kuenhei

m-stiftung.de

www.verantw

ortungunterne

hmen.de

Private - Main fund All sciences All types The foundations mission is 

aimed at promoting 

entrepreneurial thinking and 

action, on the economic 

context and in all areas of 

society. 

Various Various Depending on project Open Depending on project Kontakt: 

Eberhard von Kuenheim Stiftung 

Stiftung der BMW AG

Amiraplatz 3 / Luitpoldblock

D-80333 München  

Tel.: +49 (0)89 382-22501

Fax: +49 (0)89 382-52825  

E-Mail: kuenheim-stiftung(at)bmw.de 

ethecon-Stiftung Ethik 

& Ökonomie

www.ethecon.o

rg
Private - Main fund All sciences All types The foundation focuses its 

activities in the field of tension 

between ethics and economy. 

It develop and promote 

concepts of ethical  

management as a counter-

proposals to ecologically and 

socially economic models.

Various Various Depending on project Open Depending on project Schweidnitzer Straße 41

40231 Düsseldorf

Tel.: +49(0)211 26 11 210

Fax: +49(0)211 26 11 220

E-Mail: eMail aks@ethecon.org

Genossenschaftsstiftun

g

www.genossens

chaftsstiftung.d

e

Private - Main fund All sciences All types The target of the foundation is 

sustainable developments in 

the field of cooperative, 

economic and social forms and 

with a platform for regional 

activities and cooperative 

characters. 

Various Various Depending on project Open Depending on project RA Dr. Bernd K. Bode

Verbandsjustitiar

Tel.:  0511 9574-5229

Fax: 0511 9574-425513    

E-Mail: 

kontakt@genossenschaftsstiftung.de 

Hamburger Stiftung für 

Wirtschaftsethik - 

Weltvolle Zukunft

www.stiftung-

wirtschaftsethik

.de

Private - Main fund All sciences All types The focus of the fund is the 

corporate responsibility 

towards people, the 

environment and society. The 

realization of projects for the 

design and testing of teaching 

models that deal with the 

tension between economic 

and responsibility. 

Various Various Depending on project Open Depending on project Max-Brauer-Allee 22

22765 Hamburg

Tel: +49 (0)40 8787905 - 70

Fax: +49 (0)40 8787905 - 888

E-Mail: post@stiftung-

wirtschaftsethik.de 

Stiftung Neue 

Verantwortung

www.stiftung-

nv.de
Private - Main fund All sciences All types The foundation promotes 

socio-political issues and 

challenges in the 21st century, 

such as questions about 

economic prosperity, social 

and environment. Through 

their Fellow- and Associate 

Program, brings young experts 

from science, business, politics 

and society together in the 

framework to creative ideas 

and to develop through 

various publications and 

events.

Various Various Depending on project Open Depending on project stiftung neue verantwortung e.V.

Beisheim Center

Berliner Freiheit 2

D-10785 Berlin

Tel.: +49(0)30 81 45 03 78 80

Fax: +49(0)30 81 45 03 78 97

E-Mail: info@stiftung-nv.de
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FUTURZWEI. Stiftung 

Zukunftsfähigkeit

www.futurzwei.

org

Private - Main fund All sciences All types The fund supports the 

development of sustainable 

lifestyles and business 

practices: responsible 

entrepreneurs, creative school 

administrators, citizens' 

initiatives, student start-ups or 

individual citizens to show that 

you can do the unexpected. 

Various Various Depending on project Open Depending on project See webpage

Stiftungsgemeinschaft 

anstiftung & ertomis

www.anstiftung-

ertomis.de

Private - Main fund All sciences All types The foundation promotes the 

research of sustainable 

lifestyles. In the way, they 

want to change the common 

understanding of social and 

ecologically sustainable 

society. 

Various Various Depending on project Open Depending on project Stiftungsgemeinschaft anstiftung & 

ertomis gemeinnützige GmbH

Daiserstr. 15, Rgb.

81371 München

Tel.: 089/ 74 74 60-0

Fax: 089/ 74 74 60-30

E-Mail: info@anstiftung.de

The Document 

Foundation

www.docume

ntfoundation.

org

www.libreoffic

e.org

Private - Main fund All sciences All types The foundation's objective is 

to nurture and develop office 

software that is free to be 

used by everyone. The 

foundation supports the 

community which develops 

Free- and Open Source 

Software based on open 

standards through 

international collaboration.

Various Various Depending on project Open Depending on project E-Mail: 

info@documentfoundation.org.

Utopia Stiftung

www.utopia-

stiftung.de

Private - Main fund All sciences All types The foundation aims to propel 

and accelerate social change 

anf to anchor the concept of 

sustainability in society. 

Various Various Depending on project Open Depending on project Utopia Stiftung (Treuhandstiftung)

Haus des Stifters 

Landshuter Allee 11 

80637 München 

E-Mail: info@utopia-stiftung.de

http://www.utopia.de/stiftung

Research Funding and 

Promotion - the 

Federal Ministry for 

Food and Agriculture 

(BMEL)

http://www.ble.

de/EN/03_Rese

archFunding/Re

searchFunding_

node.html;jsessi

onid=D1EE4FD1

AB361183D0AF

AF36769ECC7E.

1_cid335

Public - BMEL Health Biomedical 

research 

- PhD 

fellowship

Awards PhD fellowships to 

outstanding junior scientists 

who wish to pursue an PhD 

project of approximately 3 

years in basic biomedical 

research in an internationally 

leading laboratory.

Comprehensive 

support beyond 

the monthly 

stipend.

The fellowship 

comprises a 

competitive 

monthly stipend 

that is initially 

granted for 2 

years and that 

can be extended 

for up to 

another 12 

months.

 Electronic: 

https://www.bifonds.d

e/fellowships-

grants/phd-

fellowships.html

Deadlines of 

application: 1 

February, 1 June, 1 

October of each 

year.

Nothing stated Boehringer Ingelheim Fonds - 

Foundation for Basic Research in 

Medicine

Schusterstr. 46-48

55116 Mainz

Germany

Tel.: +49 (0)6131 2750 80 

Fax: +49 (0)6131 2750 811

E-Mail: secretariat(at)bifonds.de

Fraunhofer Attract Fraunhofer 

Attract 

Fraunhofer 

Gesellschaft

Industrial Postdocs; 

Senior 

Reseachers

Candidates are expected to be 

qualified, with postdoctoral 

experience, an outstanding 

scientific track record and a 

promising idea for industrial 

application.

500,000 euros per 

year for 5 years 

(total of 2.5 

million euros)

5 years Fill out application from 

website: 

http://www.fraunhofer

.de/en/jobs-

career/fraunhofer-

attract.html#tabpanel-

2 

Every year 2 calls for 

proposals are 

organised. 

Submissions are only 

possible with close 

cooperation 

between the 

Fraunhofer Institute 

and the scientist.

Nothing specific stated. Cornelia Reimoser 

Headquarters of the Fraunhofer-

Gesellschaft 

Hansastr. 27c 

80686 München
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Integration of 

Molecular Components 

in Functional 

Macroscopic Systems 

(Volkswagen)

http://www.vol

kswagenstiftung

.de/fileadmin/d

ownloads/merk

blaetter/MB_92

_e.pdf

Private Technology, 

natural and 

health 

Nano-science The initiative is aimed at a 

close cooperation between 

scientists from the disciplines 

of physics, chemistry and 

biology, although research 

approaches and methods 

practiced in the field of 

medicine and areas of the 

engineering sciences. The 

foundation encourages all 

proposals for interdisciplinary 

research projects, which can 

be freely designed within the 

broad scope of the initiative, 

not only with respect to their 

content but also their project 

form.

Nothing stated. Up to three 

years, funding 

may be 

extended to 

three years.

Applications will be 

subject to a two-stage 

review on an annual 

basis: initially the 

foundation will accept 

only project outlines. 

Applications will be 

reviewed by a panel of 

international experts. 

On this basis the 

project proposals will 

be pre-selected, and 

successful applicants 

will  be invited to 

submit a full proposal 

in connection with a 

personal presentation 

of their project 

proposal in front of an 

interdisciplinary and 

international panel of 

experts.

February 2, 2015. Nothing stated Dr. Franz Dettenwanger 

Tel.: +49 (0) 511-83 81 217 Fax: 

+49 (0) 511-83 81 4217 

E-Mail: dettenwanger 

@volkswagenstiftung.de

VolkswagenStiftung 

Kastanienallee 35 30519 

Hannover Germany 

www.volkswagenstiftung.de

The Volkswagen 

Foundation cannot award 

funding for research topics 

which are included in the 

funding programs of other 

institutions – e.g. priority 

pro-grams and 

collaborative research 

centres supported by the 

Deutsche 

Forschungsgemeinschaft, 

nor centres of competence 

or programs run by 

German government 

agencies or the EU.

Stiftung 

Industrieforschung

http://www.stif

tung-

industrieforschu

ng.de/

Private - Main fund Technology and 

economics

Projects and 

research

The foundation has the 

purpose to promote research 

in commercial sector, 

especially small and medium-

sized enterprises, in areas of 

business administration, 

organization and technology. 

The funding instruments 

ranging from support for 

scientific starting phase 

(scholarships for diploma and 

master's theses), promotion of 

young researchers through 

dialogue  with SMEs, lastly in 

transfer of knowledge to High-

Tech start-ups.

Various Various Depending on project Open Depending on project Contact:

Stiftung Industrieforschung

c/o Deutsches Stiftungszentrum

Barkhovenallee 1

45276 Essen

Tel.: 49 201 8401 - 160 or -198

Fax: 49 201 8401 255

E-Mail: info@stiftung-

industrieforschung.de

Stifterverband für die Deutsche 

Wissenschaft

Geschäftsstelle

Das Management der Stiftung 

Industrieforschung übernehmen 

folgende Personen:

Vorstand:

Rainer Lüdtke

Stiftung Industrieforschung

 c / o Deutsches Stiftungszentrum

 Barkhovenallee 1

 45239 Essen

Tel.: 0201 / 8401 - 198

Telefax: 0201 / 8401 - 255

E-Mail: 

rainer.luedtke@stifterverband.de

Stiftungsbetreuer:
Einzelprojekte - 

Modalitäten der 

einzelbetrieblichen ZIM-

Förderung

http://www.zim-

bmwi.de/einzel

projekte

Private - Main fund Technology and 

natural sciences

Innovative projectsResearch and development 

activities to develop innovative 

products, processes or 

technical services without 

restriction to particular 

technologies and industries.

Various Various Depending on project Open * Small and medium-sized companies with 

fewer than 250 employees and

* An annual turnover not exceeding 50 

million Euros or annual balance sheet total 

of not more than 43 million Euros.

Baden-Württemberg und Bayern

VDI/VDE Innovation + Technik GmbH

Dr.-Ing. Kerstin Röhrich

Tel.: 030 310078-407

Tel.: 089 5108963-0
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The Deutsche 

Bundesstiftung Umwelt 

(DBU)

https://www.db

u.de/359.html
Public - Main fund Technology, 

enviromental and 

natural sceinces

Projects and 

research projects

The DBU concentrates on 

projects that promise 

innovation in the fields of 

environmental technology, 

environmental research, 

nature conservation and 

environmental education. The 

main focus of the foundation’s 

funding is on small and 

medium-sized enterprises 

(SMEs).

Various Various Depending on project Open Depending on project Deutsche Bundesstiftung Umwelt DBU

P.O Box 1705 

49007 Osnabrück

An der Bornau 2 

49090 Osnabruck 

Tel.: + 49 541 9633 - 0 

Fax + 49 541 9633 190 

Alexander von 

Humboldt: Anneliese 

Maier Research Award 

Alexander von 

Humboldt: 

Anneliese 

Maier 

Research 

Award 

Public - BMBF Humanities; 

socialsciences

Senior 

Researchers

Nominations for the research 

award can be made by 

researchers from the fields of 

the humanities and social 

sciences whose scientific 

achievements have been 

internationally recognised in 

their research area. 

250000 Various Award winners are 

expected to spend a 

period of up to five 

years cooperating on a 

long-term research 

project with the 

nominator and / or 

specialist colleagues at 

a research institution in 

Germany.

The award is granted 

on the 

recommendation of 

others. Nominations 

may be submitted by 

German universities; 

non-university 

research institutions 

may also submit 

nominations jointly 

with a German 

university.

No application deadline Alexander von Humboldt 

Foundation, Selection Department,  

Jean-Paul-Str. 12, 53173 Bonn, 

Germany

Europe and Global 

Challenges 

(Volkswagen)

http://www.vol

kswagenstiftung

.de/fileadmin/d

ownloads/merk

blaetter/MB_78

g_e.pdf 

Private Humanities and 

the social 

sciences

Humanities and 

social sciences

The major aim of the initiative 

is to stimulate collaboration 

between researchers based in 

Europe focusing on a pressing 

global issue. Each research 

group, involving not more than 

4 different institutions, must 

therefore include researchers 

from different geographical 

regions. 

Groups will 

receive between 

500.000 – 800,000 

Euros 

Up to three 

years of 

research.

http://www.volkswage

nstiftung.de/fileadmin/

downloads/merkblaett

er/MB_78g_e.pdf

January 30, 2015 Nothing stated Riksbankens Jubileumsfond - 

www.rj.se

Dr. Fredrik Lundmark 

Tel.: +46 8 50626421 

E-Mail: fredrik.lundmark@rj.se

VolkswagenStiftung - 

www.volkswagenstiftung.de

Dr. Wolfgang Levermann 

Tel.: +49 511 8381212

E-Mail: Levermann 

@volkswagenstiftung.de

Focus/ objectives:

The “Europe and Global 

Challenges” initiative is 

looking towards the future 

of the European continent 

and the challenges it is 

exposed to in an 

increasingly globalized 

world. Developed as a joint 

funding initiative between 

European foundations, it 

reaches out to those 

problems and issues that 

are systematically 

interrelated and can only 

be dealt with collectively 

via supranational action on 

an international level. It is 

in this sense that the 

initiative addresses global 

problems – not universal 

ones which might be 

shared globally, but can be 

dealt with by local actors 

and do not necessarily 

need a globally 
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Research in Museums 

(Volkswagen)

http://www.vol

kswagenstiftung

.de/fileadmin/d

ownloads/merk

blaetter/MB_93

_e.pdf

Private Humanities Research in 

Museums - 

Museums and 

research in 

Museums

FiM fellowships can be granted 

to post-docs planning to carry 

out innovative research 

projects directly involving 

collections at museums in 

Germany. The main objective 

of a fellowship is research 

culminating in a public 

presentation of project results 

in the form of a dedicated 

exhibition. The fellowship is 

thus designed to qualify 

grantees for museum and 

university careers 

There are 3 

different grants: 

fellow, 

Cooperative 

research projects 

at mid-sized and 

small museums, 

and workshops 

and symposia. 

The fellowships 

are granted for 

periods of up to 

four years.

Application for 

“Fellowship” 15 July 

2015, the two others 

can be submitted 

anytime.

Fellows can apply 

for:

• If applicable: Funds 

for non-academic 

staff (restorers, 

preparateurs etc.) in 

the form of financing 

external labor or 

releasing museum 

employees from 

their normal duties;

• Travel expenses, 

i.a. for conferences, 

cooperation projects 

and stays abroad;

• One-off and 

recurrent material 

resources.

Cooperative 

research projects at 

mid-sized and small 

museums As a first 

step, project outlines 

must be submitted 

by the respective 

deadline (see 

No deadline Dr. Adelheid Wessler

Phone: +49 (0) 511 8381-256

Fax: +49 (0) 511 8381-4-256

E-Mail: wessler@volkswagen-

stiftung.de

VolkswagenStiftung

Kastanienallee 35

D-30519 Hannover

www.volkswagenstiftung.de

The funding initiative 

aims to promote the 

exploration of research 

ideas of 

groundbreaking 

originality in the 

humanities and 

cultural studies.

http://www.vol

kswagenstiftung

.de/en/funding/

challenges-for-

academia-and-

society/original-

isnt-

it.html?tx_itaof

undinginitiative

_itaofundinginit

iativelist%5Bcon

troller%5D=Fun

dingInitiative&c

Hash=29d4f3d9

556a5d7f02d3a

438b7a91ac7

Private Humanities and 

cultural studies.

Humanities and cultural studiesThe funding initiative 

comprises two funding lines: 

Funding Line 1 "Komm! ins 

Offene..." (Hölderlin) 

The funding line addresses 

individual researchers, offering 

them the opportunity to 

initially explore their idea and 

subsequently describe it in an 

essay.

Funding Line 2 "Constellations" 

The funding line addresses 

project teams comprising up to 

4 applicants who wish to work 

together on a new research 

idea and test its feasibility in 

an initial exploratory phase, 

and subsequently co-author a 

publication on the results.

80.000 - 150.000 Various Electronic application 

at 

http://www.volkswage

nstiftung.de/fileadmin/

downloads/merkblaett

er/MB_102_e.pdf

May 12, 2015 Nothing stated Dr. Vera Szöllösi-Brenig

Phone: +49 (0)511 8381-218

Fax: +49 (0)511 8381-4218

E-Mail: szoelloesi@

volkswagenstiftung.de

Dr. Anika Haverig

Phone: +49 (0)511 8381-237

Fax: +49 (0)511 8381-4237

E-Mail: haverig@

volkswagenstiftung.de

VolkswagenStiftung

Kastanienallee 35

30519 Hannover

www.volkswagenstiftung.de
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Stiftung Industrieforschung http://www.stif

tung-

industrieforschu

ng.de/

Private - Main fund Technology and 

economics

Projects and 

research

The foundation has the 

purpose to promote research 

in the commercial sector, 

especially small and medium-

sized enterprises, particularly 

areas of business 

administration, organization 

and technology.

The funding instruments 

ranging from support for 

scientific starting phase 

(scholarships for diploma and 

master's theses), the 

promotion of young 

researchers through dialogue 

events with SMEs as well as 

prizes for scientific work. 

Various Various Depending on project Open Depending on project Contact:

Stiftung Industrieforschung

c/o Deutsches Stiftungszentrum

Barkhovenallee 1

45276 Essen

Tel.: 49 201 8401 - 160 or -198

Fax: 49 201 8401 255

E-Mail: info@stiftung-

industrieforschung.de

Stifterverband für die Deutsche 

Wissenschaft

Geschäftsstelle

Das Management der Stiftung 

Industrieforschung übernehmen 

folgende Personen:

Vorstand:

Rainer Lüdtke

Stiftung Industrieforschung

c / o Deutsches Stiftungszentrum

Barkhovenallee 1

45239 Essen

Tel.: 0201 / 8401 - 198

Telefax: 0201 / 8401 - 255

E-Mail: 

rainer.luedtke@stifterverband.de

Stiftungsbetreuer:

Plansecur-Stiftung

www.plansecur-

stiftung.de

Private - Main fund Social science Economics The foundation is committed 

to young economists. We have 

initiated the endowed 

professorship at the University 

of Kassel, which deals with the 

question about the economic 

and business ethics in research 

and teaching.

Various Various Depending on project Open Depending on project Tel.: (+49) 05 61/ 93 55 -185 

Fax: (+49) 05 61 / 93 55 -142 

E-Mail: info@plansecur-stiftung.de 

Lichtenberg 

Professorships 

(Volkswagen)

http://www.vol

kswagenstiftung

.de/nc/en/licht

enberg-

professorships.h

tml?tx_itaofund

inginitiative_ita

ofundinginitiati

velist%5Bcontro

ller%5D=Fundin

gInitiative&cHas

h=29d4f3d9556

a5d7f02d3a438

b7a91ac73

Private Teaching -  

Professorships

Teaching -  

Professorships

The VW foundation‘s funding 

initiative “Lichtenberg 

Professorships” combines 

support for individual persons 

with the funding of 

institutions. By offering young 

researchers a tenure track 

option at a German university 

of their choice, grantees are 

given the opportunity to 

implement new teaching 

concepts and carry out 

independent long-term 

research in highly innovative 

areas.

Amount of 0.8 to 

1.5 million Euros.

Five to eight 

years 

Electronic via. 

http://www.volkswage

nstiftung.de/nc/en/lich

tenberg-

professorships.html?tx

_itaofundinginitiative_i

taofundinginitiativelist

%5Bcontroller%5D=Fun

dingInitiative&cHash=2

9d4f3d9556a5d7f02d3a

438b7a91ac7

June 2, 2015; June 1, 

2016; June 1, 2017.

The program is also open to 

researchers of all nationalities, the 

prerequisite being that the hosting 

institution is a university in Germany.

The funding initiative addresses two 

target groups:

W1) professorships as core target 

group:

• As a rule the doctorate should have 

been obtained within the past four 

years

• A change of academic environment 

and location is required, at the latest 

upon appointment to the professorship

• Publication record of independent 

research following the doctorate

W2) professorships, preferably 

returnees or applicants from abroad

• As a rule the doctorate should have 

been obtained within the past seven 

years

• Change of academic environment 

within the past five years, at the latest 

upon appointment to the professorship

• Successful long-term research 

experience abroad

Dr. Anja Fließ

Tel.: +49 (0)511 8381 374

Fax: +49 (0)511 8381 4374

E-Mail: 

fliess@volkswagenstiftung.de

VolkswagenStiftung

Kastanienallee 35

D-30519 Hannover

www.volkswagenstiftung.de
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Das Ministerium für 

Wissenschaft, 

Forschung und Kunst – 

Förderprogramme

http://mwk.bad

en-

wuerttemberg.

de/de/forschun

g/forschungsfoe

rderung/foerder

programme/

Public All - scientific 

exchange

Research, 

teaching, 

education, 

technology and 

knowledge 

transfer.

The program supports in 

particular research active 

academics whose is in need of 

equiptment. By providing a 

contemporary instrumentation 

research activities of the 

university can be increased 

and new research themes to 

be developed. 

Up to 100.000 

Euro.

Up to three 

years.

Electronic from website No deadline The Ministry can in research funding by 

the following principles : 1)Balance 

between basic research and applied 

research 2) Targeted promotion of 

excellence with an international 

reputation force 3) promoting a wide 

range of topics with high quality  4) 

Competition and academic excellence 

5)Quality and performance review by 

independent external review and 

evaluation

Ministerium für Wissenschaft, 

Forschung und Kunst, Königstraße 

4670173 Stuttgart, 

Tel.: +49(0)711/279-0 

Tel.:+49(0)711/279-3080, E-Mail: 

poststelle @mwk.bwl.de 

Bürgerreferentin: Tel.: 

+49(0)711/279-3009, E-Mail: 

buergerreferentin @mwk.bwl.de

Opus Magnum 

(Volkswagen)

http://www.vol

kswagenstiftung

.de/en/funding/

persons-and-

structures/opus-

magnum.html?t

x_itaofundingini

tiative_itaofund

inginitiativelist

%5Bcontroller%

5D=FundingIniti

ative&cHash=29

d4f3d9556a5d7f

02d3a438b7a91

ac7

Private Humanities and 

the social 

sciences. 

Teaching The initiative aims at providing 

more research freedom for the 

humanities and social sciences. 

Candidates can apply for a 

teaching substitute, whereby 

this scheme also aims at 

providing a perspective for 

early career academics.

Up to 10,000 

Euros.

The foundation 

will finance a 

teaching 

substitute for a 

six months to up 

to two years.

 Electronic in either 

German or English. 

http://www.volkswage

nstiftung.de/fileadmin/

downloads/merkblaett

er/MB_98_e.pdf

February 1, 2016. Nothing stated VolkswagenStiftung 

Kastanienallee 35 30519 

Hannover Germany 

www.volkswagenstiftung.de

Dr. des. Johanna Brumberg 

Phone: +49 511-8381-396 

E-Mail:  

brumberg@volkswagenstiftung.de

Das Ministerium für 

Wissenschaft, 

Forschung und Kunst – 

Förderprogramme

http://mwk.bad

en-

wuerttemberg.

de/de/forschun

g/forschungsfoe

rderung/foerder

programme/

Public All - scientific 

exchange

Research, 

teaching, 

education, 

technology and 

knowledge 

transfer.

With the equipment program 

the support will be in the 

performance of research in 

education, in teaching as well 

as in technology and 

knowledge transfer. By 

providing a contemporary 

instrumentation for research 

activities it will open up to new 

research themes to be 

developed. 

Up to 100,000 

Euros.

Up to three 

years of 

funding.

Electronic from website No deadline The Ministry can in research funding by 

the following principles: 1)Balance 

between basic research and applied 

research 2) Targeted promotion of 

excellence with an international 

reputation force 3) promoting a wide 

range of topics with high quality  4) 

Competition and academic excellence 

5)Quality and performance review by 

independent external review and 

evaluation

Ministerium für Wissenschaft, 

Forschung und Kunst, Königstraße 

4670173 Stuttgart, Tel.: 

+49(0)711/279-0 

Tel.:+49(0)711/279-3080, E-Mail: 

poststelle @mwk.bwl.de 

Bürgerreferentin: Tel.: 

+49(0)711/279-3009, E-Mail: 

buergerreferentin @mwk.bwl.de

Opus Magnum 

(Volkswagen)

http://www.vol

kswagenstiftung

.de/en/funding/

persons-and-

structures/opus-

magnum.html?t

x_itaofundingini

tiative_itaofund

inginitiativelist

%5Bcontroller%

5D=FundingIniti

ative&cHash=29

d4f3d9556a5d7f

02d3a438b7a91

ac7

Private Humanities and 

the social 

sciences. 

Teaching The initiative aims at providing 

more freedom for writing a 

larger scholarly treatise to 

professors from the 

humanities and social sciences 

who already have achieved a 

degree. Candidates can apply 

for a teaching substitute, 

whereby this scheme also aims 

at providing a perspective for 

early career academics.

Up to 10,000 

Euros.

The Foundation 

will finance a 

teaching 

substitute for a 

leave of absence 

of six months to 

up to two years 

length

 Electronic in either 

German or English. 

http://www.volkswage

nstiftung.de/fileadmin/

downloads/merkblaett

er/MB_98_e.pdf

February 1, 2016. Nothing stated VolkswagenStiftung 

Kastanienallee 35 30519 

Hannover Germany 

www.volkswagenstiftung.de

Dr. des. Johanna Brumberg 

Tel.: +49 511-8381-396 

E-Mail:  

brumberg@volkswagenstiftung.de
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Lichtenberg 

Professorships 

(Volkswagen)

http://www.vol

kswagenstiftung

.de/nc/en/licht

enberg-

professorships.h

tml?tx_itaofund

inginitiative_ita

ofundinginitiati

velist%5Bcontro

ller%5D=Fundin

gInitiative&cHas

h=29d4f3d9556

a5d7f02d3a438

b7a91ac73

Private Teaching -  

Professorships

Teaching -  

Professorships

WV foundation‘s funding 

initiative “Lichtenberg 

Professorships” combines 

support for individual persons 

with  funding of institutions. 

By offering young researchers 

a tenure track option at a 

German university of their 

choice, grantees are given the 

opportunity to implement new 

teaching concepts and carry 

out independent long-term 

research in highly innovative 

areas. 

Available in an 

amount of 0.8 to 

1.5 million euros 

per professorship.

Five to eight 

years 

Electronic via. 

http://www.volkswage

nstiftung.de/nc/en/lich

tenberg-

professorships.html?tx

_itaofundinginitiative_i

taofundinginitiativelist

%5Bcontroller%5D=Fun

dingInitiative&cHash=2

9d4f3d9556a5d7f02d3a

438b7a91ac7

June 2, 2015; June 1, 

2016; June 1, 2017.

The program is open to researchers of 

all nationalities, the prerequisite being 

that the hosting institution is a 

university in Germany.

The funding initiative addresses two 

target groups:

W1) professorships as core target 

group:

• As a rule the doctorate should have 

been obtained within the past four 

years

• A change of academic environment 

and location is required, at the latest 

upon appointment to the professorship

• Publication record of independent 

research following the doctorate 

W2) professorships, preferably 

returnees or applicants from abroad:

• As a rule the doctorate should have 

been obtained within the past seven 

years

• Change of academic environment 

within the past five years, at the latest 

upon appointment to the professorship

• Successful long-term research 

experience abroad
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Phone: +49 (0)511 8381 374

Fax: +49 (0)511 8381 4374

E-Mail: 

fliess@volkswagenstiftung.de
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